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Annual Status Report 

The Report sets out the Annual Status Report, which forms part of the Review & Assessment process required under the Environment Act 1995 and subsequent Regulations. 

The Local Authority has two AQMA’s (AQMA2 and AQMA3) declared in 2002 and amended in 2010. A further AQMA was revoked in 2007. Both of these current AQMA’s are within the central area of the city and are declared for exceedance of the annual mean objective for nitrogen dioxide.

The current AQAP is integral with the Local Transport Plan reflecting significant co-ordination with transport management for the city, where measures have been developed including restraint on traffic growth and traffic management linked to pollution hotspots. The City has recently been recognised for developing greener transport in the Ashden award for the lowest emissions per head of population of all large UK cities outside London.

Nottingham together with Derby has been identified as one of a number of cities identified for potential development of a Clean Air Zones. Additional modelling by Defra has identified additional areas of exceedance, outside of these AQMAs which has been confirmed by the first year of an additional monitoring programme.

The current Action Plan remains to be revised, with an ambition to extend the Plan to include other significant emission sources in addition to transport. The Nottinghamshire Air Quality Strategy is also due to be revised for issue in Autumn 2017.
The current priorities focus on programmes to reduce vehicle and local energy generated emissions. This includes options for developing a low emission zone and possible Clean Air Zone, engaging with programmes to develop Ultra Low Emission Vehicles within public transport and taxi fleets, extension of the tram network, working with employers, and developing further energy efficiency programmes.

On the basis of the evidence provided by the local authority the conclusions reached are acceptable for all sources and pollutants, with the provisos listed in the commentary below.
Following the completion of this report, Nottingham City Council should submit the next Annual Status Report in 2018.
Commentary
The report is well structured, detailed, and provides the information specified in the Guidance. The Council continues to demonstrate significant engagement with the LAQM process, with detailed reporting that shows a high degree of commitment within the City to address issues surrounding air quality and traffic management. We consider the report is an example of best practice.
1. The results of the extended monitoring programme following further modelling continue to highlight the challenges faced in many UK cities. Results show significant improvements in large areas of the city, with others showing increases and identifying new hotspot areas. 
2. The initiatives that have been developed within the city on traffic restraint and promotion of low emission public transport have clearly had a significant impact on reducing emissions in many areas of the city that are most affected by traffic emissions. The results highlight there is further work required before meeting the air quality objectives.
3. The report concludes that further assessment will now be required to identify the extent of potential extension to the current AQMA. When this has been completed, the Council now have the option to consider the fast track approach to declaring a new or extended AQMA as detailed within the latest LAQM Technical Guidance LAQM TG(16). This review should also consider the status of AQMA3 where results show adherence to the air quality objective.
4. We acknowledge the current plans to review the Air Quality Strategy, and extend the application of the Action Plan to energy generated emissions.

5. For consistency of reporting, it is helpful if the indexing of measures in Table2.2 can use the same format used within the Action Plan, so new measures reported in the ASR can be identified by use of new numbers.
6. Once the further assessment has been carried out, this should provide an update on the location of current pollution hotpots across the city, which in turn should be used to inform the review of further measures that may be required within the action plan. Measures within the action plan will then need to be re-prioritised based on revisions to the required levels of emissions reductions required to meet the air quality objectives.
This commentary is not designed to deal with every aspect of the report.  It highlights a number of issues that should help the local authority either in completing the Updating and Screening Assessment adequately (if required) or in carrying out future Review & Assessment work.

Issues specifically related to this appraisal can be followed up by returning the attached comment form to Defra, Welsh Assembly Government, Scottish Government or DOE, as appropriate 
For any other queries please contact the Local Air Quality Management Helpdesk:
Telephone:
0800 0327 953

Email:

LAQMHelpdesk@uk.bureauveritas.com
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