UK Business Data

These figures relate to the numbers of businesses in Nottingham City and Greater Nottingham at March 2020. As such they do not capture the impact of the coronavirus pandemic but should be used as a baseline in the future for measuring the impact of the pandemic and lockdown. They are also useful to assess the potential impact of the pandemic as they give an indication of the relative size in Nottingham of the sectors which have been most affected by the pandemic.
The dataset is a snapshot taken from the ONS’s Inter-departmental Business Register (IDBR) and gives data for ‘enterprises’ which is the number of businesses registered and for ‘local units’ which are individual employment locations. This report looks at ‘local units’ to ensure that branches of national chains which are located in Nottingham are counted in the figures. It should be noted that a large number of businesses isn’t necessarily indicative of high levels of employment and this report should be read in conjunction with the Greater Nottingham Jobs reports which look at the number of people employed in local businesses.

Change over time
In 2020 there were nearly 12,000 local units in Nottingham City and nearly 25,900 in Greater Nottingham[footnoteRef:1]. Since 2015, the number of businesses in Greater Nottingham has increased by 2,445 with around half of the increase in Nottingham City. However, most of this increase occurred in the first two years of the period. The number of businesses increased by just 400 between 2017 and 2019, with all of the increase in Nottingham City, and in the last year the number of businesses in both the City and Greater Nottingham was unchanged. Nationally, the number of local units has increased in the last year although at a slower rate than the previous year. [1:  Greater Nottingham here is Nottingham City and Broxtowe, Gedling and Rushcliffe districts.] 


Businesses by industry

Table 1 shows that The breakdown by industry shows that in Greater Nottingham 35.7% of businesses were in just three sectors (Professional, Scientific and Technical; Retail and; Construction). The same three sectors also contained the highest numbers in Nottingham City but made up 33.7% of businesses suggesting there is a slightly more varied business structure in the City than in the surrounding districts. The high proportion of businesses in Retail are of particular concern given this sector has been badly affected by the pandemic and is likely to continue to struggle in the near future.




Table 1: Local Units by Industry
	
	Nottingham City
	Greater Nottingham
	England

	
	Local units
	%
	Local units
	%
	%

	1 : Agriculture, forestry & fishing
	15
	0.1
	410
	1.6
	3.7

	2 : Mining, quarrying & utilities
	80
	0.7
	155
	0.6
	0.6

	3 : Manufacturing
	610
	5.1
	1,305
	5.0
	4.6

	4 : Construction
	1,010
	8.4
	2,885
	11.2
	11.4

	5 : Motor trades
	395
	3.3
	795
	3.1
	2.7

	6 : Wholesale
	490
	4.1
	980
	3.8
	3.8

	7 : Retail
	1,375
	11.5
	2,725
	10.5
	9.5

	8 : Transport & storage (inc postal) 
	540
	4.5
	955
	3.7
	4.5

	9 : Accommodation & food services 
	965
	8.1
	1,705
	6.6
	6.4

	10 : Information & communication 
	700
	5.8
	1,685
	6.5
	7.8

	11 : Financial & insurance
	635
	5.3
	950
	3.7
	2.5

	12 : Property 
	510
	4.3
	1,055
	4.1
	3.7

	13 : Professional, scientific & technical
	1,575
	13.2
	3,885
	15.0
	15.8

	14 : Business administration & support services 
	985
	8.2
	2,050
	7.9
	8.8

	15 : Public administration & defence 
	90
	0.8
	210
	0.8
	0.7

	16 : Education 
	335
	2.8
	710
	2.7
	2.3

	17 : Health
	890
	7.4
	1,760
	6.8
	5.0

	18 : Arts, entertainment, recreation & other services
	775
	6.5
	1,645
	6.4
	6.4

	Total
	11,970
	100.0
	25,870
	100.0
	100.0


Source: UK Business Data, ONS, 2020

Size of businesses
Around 80% of businesses in both Nottingham and Greater Nottingham are classed as micro businesses which are either run solely by the business owner or have fewer than 10 employees. Nottingham City has a slightly higher proportion of medium and large businesses than Greater Nottingham (5.2% compared to 3.8%). Both the City and Greater Nottingham have a higher proportion of large or medium sized firms than the national average. This may provide a greater degree of resilience as large firms may be more able to cope with economic variations, but it also means that there is a greater reliance on a relatively small number of businesses. 
Table 2: Local units by number of employees
	
	Nottingham City
	Greater Nottingham
	England

	
	number
	%
	number
	%
	%

	Micro (0 to 9)
	9,340
	78.0
	21,275
	82.2
	84.9

	Small (10 to 49)
	2,015
	16.8
	3,615
	14.0
	12.2

	Medium-sized (50 to 249)
	535
	4.5
	860
	3.3
	2.6

	Large (250+)
	80
	0.7
	120
	0.5
	0.4

	Total
	11,970
	100.0
	25,870
	100.0
	100.0


Source: UK Business Data, ONS, 2020
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